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Renaissance Music
[bookmark: _GoBack]Music played a fundamental part in religion, courtly life and civic during the renaissance period. The flow and disseminating of new ideas in entire Europe based on economic, political and religious events also led to some major changes. According to Ross (2010), the changes were evident in the musical genres that were new, the establishment of musical instruments and in the styles of composing. In addition, polyphonic was the music of significant importance in the early Renaissance. This music was composed with the support of the church. Consequently, counter-reformation simply means the duration that catholic resurgence came up in an effort to respond to the Protestant reformation thus beginning with the council of Trent. For that reason, music developed to be one of the aspects during the reformation in the sense that it was accommodated as a culture. 
Renaissance music was never-ending and dying prior to the reformation. As a matter of fact, renaissance music was very hard in naming it because it did not exist initially basing it on both the place and time. The fact that the music did not have a definite time and place contributed and forced it to lack originality. This means that Renaissance music had no forms of ethnicity among its users since several nations traced and embraced its originality. Again, those who compose the music today are aided by the fact that the renaissance music can be hailed from Estonia, Argentina andChina. Again, the close relationship between renaissance music and poetry had not been discovered by humanists prior to the reformation. Humanists concentrated on studying a possible relationship between music and poetry. In addition, they also studied how music could be used to trigger the emotions of the listeners. As a matter of fact, renaissance composers attempt to fit music lyrics together with words in a significant dramatic fashion (Ross, 2010).Renaissance composers are motivated and inspired by the entire classical world. This can be traced through reviewing the works of Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1643). Therefore, there existed no close relationship and connection between poetry and renaissance music until the humanists attempted to discover it.
Pope Paul III (1534-1549) is viewed as the one who established the Council of Trent. In other words, this was a commission that comprised of cardinals who were responsible for addressing issues such as financial abuses such as corruption and indulgences that were committed by priests and bishops in the church. The council of Trent wanted to change the entire compositional technique that was characterized by the use of musical materials. Furthermore, there were present voices that were singing different texts in various languages thus making it difficult to interpret. According to Ross (2010), parody masses contained tenor lines and words from different songs that attempted to discuss sensual objects. Veritably, the entire musical liturgy of the church was greatly influenced by styles and the secular tunes. Consequently, there was also the refraining from using the organ and omitting polyphonic singing that was stricter than the council’s edicts in the Palestrina legend.
In regards to renaissance music, polyphony is mostly used to refer to the type of music that was common in the Middle Ages characterized by rhythmic, melodic and harmonic elements of musical composition (Ross, 2010).Furthermore; polyphony has more than two lines that are simultaneous and bears an independent melody. After the Reformation, counterpoint was commonly either “pitch-against-pitch or “sustained-pitch”. This was followed with the fitting of new voices into the constructed counterpoint. As a result, the point-against-point concept was geared into having a successive composition. As a matter of fact, this change is now significant since it was assumed prior to the Reformation period.
In summation, renaissance music was greatly affected and influenced by the Trent meetings that were headed by Pope Paul III. This was followed by reforms that saw it drastically change in terms of the mode of conducting the daily operations of the church. As a matter of fact, these changes are still concrete and are accommodated by the Roman church up to date. Polyphony aspects are also fundamental in the entire renaissance music before and after the reformation since it is still applied in masses to date. For that reason, renaissance music, in general, has had significant contributions to the entire church. 
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